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About

				The conference
This conference is part of a three day
Economics of Happiness gathering that
brings together international change-makers
and representatives from a broad range of
grassroots groups and initiatives in India
to discuss the global crisis and strategies
for change. The event is organized by
the International Society for Ecology and
Culture (ISEC) in close collaboration with
the Indian NGOs Bhoomi and Shikshantar
(www.bhoomicollege.org, www.swaraj.org/
shikshantar).
The gathering aims to deepen the
dialogue between North and South and
contribute to the broad people’s movement
that is emerging in India and beyond, one in
which grassroots groups - focused on diverse
social
and
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occurring across
the globe.
What is it about?
The day-long public conference will
examine the impacts of the global economy on
diverse cultures and ecosystems, and explore
the multiple benefits of strengthening local
economies, knowledge systems and cultures.
Speakers and presenters
The international conference brings
together unique change-makers from Asia,
Africa, Europe and USA and more than 90
prominent Indian leaders and activists.
“I don’t think that factory schooling as a
system can be fixed. I don’t think that we can
build a genuine movement for localization
without seriously re-imagining education”.
~Manish Jain

“We need to create a radical ecological
democracy in which local to global
governance and economics is based on
ecological sustainablity and social equity”.
~Ashish Kothari

A global-to-local learning and sharing
opportunity
The conference will be a unique
opportunity to take part in the rising
global-to-local movement and to share and
discuss the strategies required to move
away from a corporate-led growth economy
towards diverse local economies in service
of people and planet. Learn of inspiring
initiatives worldwide, aimed at reclaiming
our communities, cultures and natural
environment.
Meet others...
Who care about happiness, fulfilling and
dignified livelihoods, nutritious fresh food,
meaningful education and about passing on
a clear, green and diverse environment to our
children.
“The wonderful thing is that as we decrease
the scale of economic activity, we actually
increase our own well-being. That’s because
at the deepest level, localization is about
connection. It’s about re-establishing our
sense of intterdependence with others and
with the natural world. And this connection
is a fundamental human need.”
~Helena Norberg-Hodge

Thank you to our sponsors:

The Programme
Registration
8.00-9:30
� inspiring talks and presentations
� thought-provoking discussions
� a world café forum to share and discuss
� wide choice of workshops
� interactive exhibition
� screening of films
Evening Celebration & Closing
19.00-21.00

Partner organisations
Economic Research Foundation ◊ Goa Foundation ◊ NAPM - AP Chapter ◊
Lifelong Learning Foundation ◊ Environment Support group ◊ Baala Balaga
school ◊ Watershed Organisation Trust ◊ SSSIHMS ◊ Centre for Education &
Voluntary Action ◊ Acres Wild Cheesemaking Farmstay ◊ ASHA ◊ Shanghai
University ◊ Syamantak ◊ School-Without-Walls ◊ Centre for Education &
Documentation ◊ Centre for Learning, Secunderabad ◊ AIKANTHIKA ◊
Kalpavriksh ◊ Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary ◊ The Indigenous Partnership for
Agrobiodiveristy and Food Sovereignty, Rome ◊ Ekta Parishad ◊ Anantha ◊
Restore Health Livelihoods and Nature, Chennai ◊ Van Vadi ◊ Earthcare Books
◊ and more….
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(Nigeria) Adebayo Clement-Akomolafe is a lecturer in the Department of
Psychology at Covenant University in Nigeria. He helped create the reality
television programme “Kalengo” based on community activity. He and
his wife Ijeoma were initiating co-founders of Koru, a trans-local network
of cultural creatives who believe another world is possible and he is also a
member of the Global Cooperative Forum in Switzerland.
(India) Claude Alvares is Coordinator of the Multiversity Project, Director of
the Goa Foundation, Editor of Other India Press and Director of the Organic
Farming Association of India. Claude Alvares is the author of Decolonizing
History; Science, Development & Violence, Fish Curry and Rice and The Organic
Farming Sourcebook. He considers himself a political activist and street-fighter,
but has also filed over 100 PILs (public interest litigations) on environmental
issues in India. http://goafoundation.org/
(United States) Charles Eisenstein is a teacher, speaker, and writer focused
on themes of civilization, consciousness, money, gift, transition and cultural
evolution. Called “one of the up-and-coming great minds of our time” by
David Korten, he is author of The Yoga of Eating, The Ascent of Humanity and
Sacred Economics. http://charleseisenstein.net/

(Italy) Gloria Germani is a philosopher with a background in Ancient Greek
Philosophy and Oriental Philosophy, focused in the field of inter-religious
dialogue and compared philosophy. Author of Mother Teresa: an East-west
Mysticism, and the award winning Tiziano Terzani: the revolution inside us.
Gloria presently works in the field of cinema and documentaries and is an
activist in the Degrowth Movement.
(India) Manish Jain is the coordinator of Shikshantar: The Peoples’ Institute
for Rethinking Education and Development, and co-founder of Swaraj
University, which is dedicated to the regeneration of local culture, economy
and ecology. He is the editor of several books on such themes as learning
societies, unlearning, gift culture, community, and tools for deep dialogue.

(Japan) Yoji Kamata is the founder and chairperson of the Ancient Futures
Association Japan. He is the representative of the 1st and 2nd Ecovillage Design
Education in Japan and practical peace education project in Nepal. He is also
the advisor to the Himalayan Amchi (Doctor of Traditional Tibetan Medicine)
Association in Nepal.
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(India) Ashish Kothari is co-founder of the environmental group Kalpavriksh
and active in a number of people’s movements, including Narmada Bachao
Andolan and Beej Bachao Andolan. Ashish helped formulate and coordinated
India’s Biological Diversity Act and National Wildlife Action Plan. He has
served on numerous international expert boards and committees related
to environmental protection and is the author of over thirty books and 250
articles. www.kalpavriksh.org
(Brazil) Camila Moreno works with social movements in Brazil and Latin
America on social and environmental dimensions of biotechnology and
agribusiness expansion in the region. Her main areas of study, writing and
activism in recent years has been on the territorial impacts of development
policies and emerging schemes associated to the green economy.

(Australia) Helena Norberg-Hodge is the founder and director of the
International Society for Ecology and Culture (ISEC). She is the author of the
bestselling Ancient Futures: Learning from Ladakh and producer of the film,
The Economics of Happiness. She is a pioneer of the worldwide localisation
movement and a recipient of the Right Livelihood Award and the 2012 Goi
Peace Award. www.localfutures.org
(Japan) Keibo Oiwa is a cultural anthropologist, environmentalist and
professor of International Studies at Meiji Gakuin Univeristy. He is founder
of the Sloth Club, Japan’s leading ‘Slow Life’ environmental group. His books
include Slow Is Beautiful and The Japan We Never Knew: A Journey of Discovery
(co-authored with David Suzuki).

(India) Rajagopal P. V. is a Gandhian activist, Vice Chairman of the Gandhi
Peace Foundation and founding member of Ekta Parishad - a non-violent
movement of 11,000 community organisations and thousands of individuals focused on building responsible local governance and self-reliance and creating
equal access to resources regardless of origin and caste. Rajagopal only uses
his first name so not to be associated with a caste. www.ektaparishad.com/
(India) Samdhong Rinpoche was enthroned as the fourth reincarnation of
Samdhong Rinpoche at age five. In 1959, Rinpoche fled to India to escape the
repressive Chinese government in Tibet. Commissioned by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama to serve as a teacher to monks in exile, he directed the Central
Institute for Higher Tibetan Studies in Varanasi between 1988 and 2001.
Rinpoche is the former Prime Minister of the Tibetan Exile Government - the
first political leader to be directly elected by the people in exile.
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(India) Devinder Sharma is a journalist, author, and analyst of agricultural
trade policies. He is the chair of the independent Indian Forum for
Biotechnology & Food Security, which has worked to keep India free of GMO
foods. His books include In the Famine Trap and the forthcoming Keeping the
Other Half Hungry.

(India) Aseem Shrivastava wrote his doctoral thesis in environmental economics
at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He has taught economics for
many years in India and the US. Most recently, he taught philosophy at Nordic
College, Norway. He has written extensively on issues associated with
globalization.

(Italy) Carlo Sibilia was elected Member of Parlament in Italy in 2013 on
behalf the Five Star Movement - a new party that advocates direct democracy,
nonviolence and degrowth - which has changed Italian politics. Carlo
graduated in Biotechnology and went on to work in Bonn, Strasbourg and
Barcelona. He has extensive experience in networking, project management
and public relations.

Feedback

from previous conferences

“I feel rejuvenated and connected and ready to continue working towards the
‘more beautiful world’ my heart tells me is possible.“
“It was as close to perfect as I could ask for.”
“This was an amazing experience—one that has shown me how to take the next
step in life.“
“A phenomenal diversity in speakers and participants.”
“Such an amazing, inspiring conference these last few days!! Life changing! This is vital
info that everyone of us needs to know. Check this info out! It might save
your life! Thanks so much!”
“It is a tonic for the soul and spirit of change agents to spend some time
with others who are engaged in creating these shifts, and be reminded of
what is already happening, and what is possible.”
“Thank you for an amazing and inspiring weekend everyone! So much wisdom,
knowledge and information to process, reflect and most importantly: act
on! ‘Happiness is not a station you arrive at, but a way of travelling’.
Safe travels everyone and hope to meet you all again along the way!”
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About

		The conference organisers

The International Society for Ecology and Culture
(ISEC) is a non-profit organisation whose mission is to
promote systemic solutions to today’s environmental,
social and economic crises. Our in-depth educational
work seeks to reveal the root causes of those crises — from
unemployment to climate change, from ethnic conflict to
loss of biodiversity — while promoting grassroots and
policy-level strategies for ecological and community
renewal.
For over three decades ISEC, and its predecessor,
The Ladakh Project, have organised, hosted and delivered
hundreds of lectures, film screenings, workshops and
international conferences across the world — from the
Tibetan plateau to the UK, from Australia to South Africa,
Japan and the USA. 		
Our staff experts regularly
participate in events ranging in size from informal
community meetings to large international gatherings.
We also produce books, articles, pamphlets and films.
Our materials are used in high school and university
classrooms internationally and have been invaluable
resources for individuals and NGOs in every corner of the
world. In total our books and films have been translated
into nearly 50 different languages.
www.localfutures.org
www.theconomicsofhappiness.org

Shikshantar was founded in 1998 as a movement to challenge
the culture of schooling and institutions of thought-control.
Today, factory schooling is suppressing many diverse forms of
human creativity, wisdom and cooperation whilst promoting a
system built on the commodification of life. We are committed
to creating spaces where individuals and communities can
engage in deep dialogue to: 1) generate meaningful critiques
to expose, resist and dismantle existing models of Education,
Development and Progress; 2) reclaim control over their
own learning processes, knowledge systems and learning
ecosystems; and 3) imagine (and continually re-imagine)
their own shared visions, structures and practices for swaraj.
Radical processes of unlearning, gift culture and jugaad are
being experimented with in order to seed new alternatives.
Shikshantar is based in Udaipur, Rajasthan. It has helped
to incubate Swaraj University, Giftival, Halchal Cafe, Shop
of the Open Hearted, Udaipur as a Learning City, Families
Learning Together network, Walkouts-Walkon network, and
the Learning Societies Unconference.
www.shikshantar.in
www.swarajuniversity.org
Bhoomi Network is committed to creating platforms to support
critical thinking, collaboration and action for sustainable living.
It is a unit of K.N.A. Foundation, a Public Charitable (registered
in 1995) in Bangalore. Bhoomi Network has organized several
conferences, unconferences, gatherings and festivals on food,
health, climate change, education, ecological economics and
other issues connected to sustainability.
The quarterly Eternal Bhoomi magazine is published by
Bhoomi Network and sent free of cost to over 3000 college
and school libraries in India. It features positive initiatives of
individuals and organisations pioneering sustainable living
in India as well as articles on ecology, education, economics
for well-being, food, agriculture etc., by renowned writers and
thinkers from around the world.
The Bhoomi College (is a participative space to foster green
careers amongst adults of all age-groups. Group self-exploration
sessions on inner and outer ecology, field trips, hands-on work,
projects and internships make Bhoomi programmes vibrant
and transformative learning and sharing spaces.
www.bhoomicollege.org
www.bhoomimagazine.org

www.theeconomicsofhappiness.org

